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The Brown Loaf parcel, east of Gay Road, north of the Grotonwoods baptist
camp, parcel 234-04. Article 22 authorizes granting CR, then transferring to
Conservation Commission.

The Brown Loaf parcel was originally purchased by the town in 1999 for general municipal use. Since
then, it has been considered for several purposes, including a site for the high school and affordable
housing. None of these worked out due to difficult topography and many wetlands interspersed
throughout the site.

The same properties that make it difficult to develop also make it attractive for conservation land. The
2011 spring town meeting authorized the Select Board to transfer this parcel to the Conservation
Commission. It has not yet been transferred to the Conservation Commission, and is currently still
under control of the Select Board.

Fish and Game has proposed that the Brown Loaf parcel be included in the bundle of CRs it will hold,
and is willing to pay $1,000 per acre or the appraised value, whichever is lower. Assuming
$1,000/acre, the town would receive about $103,000 into the general fund (not the conservation fund).
The plan is for the Select Board to then transfer ownership to the Conservation Commission.

Considering several uses were examined and none of them found feasible, $103,000 is the most the
town is ever likely to get for this parcel. After that, it will continue to serve as protected land
maintaining the rural character of the town and provide for passive outdoor recreation.

Warrant articles

Article 20 authorizes the Conservation Commission to accept the $360,900 grant the state has already
allocated for us. It also gives permission to grant a CR to an independent party, as required by the
LAND grant.

Article 21 authorizes the Conservation Commission and the Select Board to grant CRs on the total 17
individual parcels as discussed above.

Article 22 authorizes the Select Board to grant Fish and Game a CR on the Brown Loaf parcel, then to
transfer the parcel to the Conservation Commission.
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	Groton Sustainability Seminars
	KICKOFF: “The Big Picture” Panel  Thursday, May 4th at 7pm Groton Center & Groton Channel TV
	First of Over One Dozen FREE Seminar Sessions Providing Residents with Information and  Ideas They Can Put to Use
	Covering:
	• What’s the latest news in Climate Change – globally, nationally & regionally?
	• What opportunities are enabled by recent U.S. & state legislation: the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the Inflation Reduction Act, and the MA Climate Bill?
	• What motivated you to care about the issues and what are you working on?
	• What can Groton residents begin to do – today – to help make a difference?
	Featuring:
	• Local Boston-area Climate Leader: Keith Bergman (Climate Reality Project)
	• Educators from Multiple Secondary Schools in Town: Melanie McCracken (GDRHS) and Michelle Ruby (Lawrence Academy)
	• Motivated and Motivational Students: Catherine Daly and Svea Sullivan (President & Vice President, GDRHS Environmental Club)
	• Practical, Inspired Professionals: Sue Thomas (Town Sustainability Coordinator – Westford and Carlisle) and Charlotte Weigel (Groton Sustainability Commission)
	Coming Sessions: [To view the full draft curriculum, use the QR-code at the top of the page, or go to https://bit.ly/DraftCurriculumPDF from your web browser.]
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